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SERMOK 


**I  AM  THE  GOOD  SHEPHERD," — Jolin  X.   11. 
(Read  in  the  Gospel  of  the  day.) 

In  the  parables  which  our  Blessed  Redeemer  has 
spoken  that  have  reference  to  Himself,  He  has  gene- 
rally left  to  His  hearers,  or  to  us,  the  readers  of  them, 
as  recorded  in  His  word,  to  make  the  application  of 
them  to  Himself.  Then  who  can  doubt,  when  he 
reads  that  most  tender  and  beautiful  of  all  the  para- 
bles of  the  Gospel,  the  parable  of  the  good  Samaritan, 
that  our  Blessed  Redeemer,  who  spoke  it,  was  therein 
signified,  and  that  every  word  which  is  there  recorded 
applies  literally  and  strictly  to  Himself ;  and  yet  He 
tells  us  not  so.  But  He  here  alludes  to  the  pecu- 
liar character  under  which  He  wished  especially  to  be 
known  by  us, — that  of  the  Good  Shepherd.  When 
He  here  speaks  of  him  who  having  a  flock  of  a  hun- 
dred sheep,  would  leave  the  ninety  and  nine  that 
were  faithful  to  him  in  the  desert,  and  go  in  quest  of 
one  that  had  strayed  and  was  lost,  and  would  bring 
him  home  on  his  own  shoulders  to  his  flock,  who 
would  doubt  that  He,  and  He  alone,  bears  this  char- 
acter ?  And  yet  He  would  not  permit  us,  even  by  any 
chance,  to  give  to  others  that  characteristic  of  which 
He  seems  more  than  of  any  other  particularly 
jealous  ;  and,  therefore,  returning  to  the  same  simi- 
litude. He  tells  us  in  the  gospel  of  this  day  unequivo- 
cally and  plainly,  ''  I  am  the  Good  Shepherd  ;  what- 
ever I  may  have  said,  whatever  I  may  have  uttered 
concerning  the  duties  of  the  shepherd  who  truly  loves 


his  flock,  believe  it,  of  Myself  I  speak.  To  Me  I 
mean  it  to  be  applied,  for  I  only  can  truly  be  called 
the  faithful,  loving  pastor  of  those  who  are  my  flock." 
This  character,  then,  of  our  Redeemer  as  the  Good 
Shepherd,  is  one  which  was  dear  to  Him  :  and  when 
once  He  had  thus  described  Himself,  is  it  wonderful 
that  we  should  find  His  Church  appropriating  to  Him 
this  character,  and  in  various  forms  and  under 
various  circumstances  placing  before  her  faithful  chil- 
dren this  particular  image  and  representation  of  their 
Lord? 

Let  us  first,  my  dear  Brethren,  go  in  spirit  into 
the  earliest  assemblies  of  our  christian  fathers,  when 
the  hand  of  persecution  for  the  first  time  pressed 
heavily  upon  them,  when  they  were  driven  to  seek 
shelter  in  the  caverns  of  the  earth,  and  converted  the 
catacombs  into  a  labyrinth  of  cloisters  and  churches. 
There  let  us  consider  for  a  moment  this  assemblage 
of  men,  believing  trul}^,  and  with  their  whole  hearts, 
in  their  Lord  and  Saviour  Christ  Jesus,  and  having, 
indeed,  more  than  any  others  have  ever  had,  need  of 
every  possible  consolation  which  could  be  derived 
from  the  contemplation  of  Him.  There  they  are, 
seated  in  deliberation,  not  of  words  merely,  but  of 
entire  communion  of  thoughts.  It  is  in  that  solemn 
conclave  we  may  see  the  symbols  of  christian  art  are 
for  the  first  time  imagined,  and  that  subsequent  devel- 
opment of  the  system  of  ecclesiastical  and  religious 
representation  springs  from  the  very  heart  of  perse- 
cuted Christianity,  not  in  utterance,  for  it  is  too  deep 
and  fervent,  but  in  most  beautiful  thoughts,  which 
pass  through  the  breasts  of  the  earliest  and  closest 
disciples  of  our  Lord.  They  are  men,  yea,  and 
women  too,  to  every  one  of  whom  the  severe 
reproaches   of  St,   Paul  respecting  his  former  life 


come  home  as  a   personal,   and    direct,   and    real 
description  of  them. 

The  next  generation  of  the  youth  of  the  Church 
will  be  trained  to  martyrdom  beneath  the  shades  of 
the  palm  branch,  and  the  daughters  of  the  Church 
will  be  brought  up  among  the  lilies  that  have  just 
been  planted.  To  them  their  Saviour,  in  that  aspect 
which  reminds  them  of  the  goodness  of  redemption, 
of  His  mercy  in  rescuing  them,  appears  in  His  most 
encouraging  and  amiable  light.  They  seize  on  His 
favourite  characteristic,  and  then  may  be  seen,  rude 
in  form  but  touching  in  representation,  on  every  wall 
of  the  catacomb,  the  image  of  the  Shepherd,  with  the 
lamb  that  has  been  rescued  on  His  shoulder,  bearing 
him  home  to  the  fold ;  and  on  the  tombs  of  the  first 
martyrs,  sculptured  in  imperishable  lines,  these  repre- 
sentations yet  survive  ;  and  on  the  very  vessels  which 
they  used  in  their  love-feasts,  the  same  symbol  of 
Christ  our  Lord,— a  shepherd  bearing  the  rescued 
lamb,— is  before  the  eyes  and  the  thoughts  of  His 
disciples,  each  of  whom  feels  that  he  has  been  the 
object  of  the  same  loving  and  most  tender  mercy. 
From  that  age  to  this,  my  Brethren,  in  one  form  or 
another,  we  have  the  Church  ever  looking  towards 
this  representation  of  our  Lord  as  one  most  calculated 
to  inspire  thoughts  of  compassion  and  mercy  towards 
others,  the  more  frail ;  and  further,  as  keeping  before 
our  thoughts  that  greatest  incentive  to  virtue  and 
charity,  the  thought  of  what  Jesus,  our  Lord,i  has 
done  and  suffered  that  He  might  snatch  us  from  per- 
dition ;  not  merely  by  the  great  act  of  redemption  by 
which  He  gave  Himself  as  our  price  and  victim  for 
sin,  but  by  that  individual,  personal,  more  than 
fatherly,  more  than  maternal,  care  with  which  He 
has  pursued  us,  with  which  He  has  sought  us,  with 
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wliicli  He  has  wooed  us  back  to  repentance,  with 
which  He  has  embraced  us  and  clasped  us  to  His 
bosom,  and  borne  us  home  as  the  best  pledge,  the 
choicest  symbol,  of  His  victory. 

You  are  aware,  my  dear  Brethren,  tnat  I  am 
about  to  appeal  to  your  kind  and  charitable  feelings 
on  behalf  of  an  institution  of  mercy  which  bears  this 
very  title  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  one  which  in  ancient 
times  did  the  picture,  so  in  ours  does  the  living  copy 
represent  to  us  as  closely  as  possible  our  Lord's 
charity  towards  the  frail  and  the  offending.  It  seems 
to  me  that  God  is  about  to  bless  my  work,  for  it  was 
not  until  I  was  thinking  in  what  way  I  could  best 
address  you,  that  I  found  in  the  gospel  of  the  day  the 
parable  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  which  thus  seemed 
pointed  out  as  the  one  by  which  your  feelings  might 
be  best  prepared  to  meet  my  wishes  and  second  my 
imperfect  endeavours.  It  will,  therefore,  be  on  this 
aspect  of  the  life  of  your  Saviour  as  the  Good  Shep- 
herd, that  I  will  address  you,  and  I  am  sure  that  you 
will  all  be  anxious  to  concur  in  any  work  which  can 
make  you  partakers  of  that  form  of  mercy  which  He 
has  so  abundantly  cshibited  towards  each  of  us. 

Everj"  age  of  the  Church  may  be  considered  as 
characterised  by  the  impression  of  some  one  of  the 
attributes  of  God.  There  have  been  times  when, 
as  under  those  of  old.  His  power  and  might  was  es- 
pecially declared,  and  whether  it  were  in  the  fortitude 
that  was  bestowed  on  the  professor  of  His  truth  to 
bear  witness  thereunto  even  unto  death,  or  whether 
it  was  in  the  power  of  doing  signs  and  wonders  in  His 
name,  or  whether  it  was  in  that  still  more  wondrous 
power  which  induced  the  anchorites  of  the  desert,  or 
the  fathers  of  the  cloister,  to  endure  wonderful  and 
superhuman  labours  for  His  sake,  His  Spirit  of  power 


was  communicated  to  His  Churcb,  and  thus  gave 
evidence  by  its  working  therein,  that  it  was  super- 
human, that  it  was  divine.  There  have  been  ages 
when  wisdom,  more  than  any  other  attribute  of  God, 
seemed  to  characterise  His  spouse,  the  Church.  He 
clothed  her  with  magnificence  and  grace,  and  her 
children  brought  forth  from  their  lips  and  their  "pens, 
those  wonderful  emanations  of  divine  wisdom,  which 
proved  how  truly  the  spirit  of  knowledge  was  with  her 
from  whom  it  will  never  depart.  If  we  had  to  choose 
the  characteristic  of  this  our  day,  we  might  say  that 
God  has  been  pleased  in  our  times  to  crown  His 
Church  with  the  attributes  of  mercy  and  compassion, 
by  the  wonderful  display  on  every  side  and  in  every 
form  of  the  virtue  of  charity  in  a  practical  form ;  and 
this  will  be  the  most  striking,  the  most  beautiful,  and 
the  most  divine  characteristic  of  that  period  in  which 
it  is  our  happiness  to  live.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said, 
that  from  the  moment  the  Catholic  Church  felt  her- 
self rent  and  wounded  by  the  great  separation  which 
took  place  a  few  centuries  ago,  having  first  indicated 
with  majesty  her  belief,  she  turned  herself  in  a 
variety  of  ways  to  imitating  the  example  of  her  Lord 
by  personal  ministration  to  sickness  and  distress  in 
every  form.  It  was  then  that  St.  John  of  God,  for 
the  first  time,  erected  immense  edifices,  and  peopled 
them,  not  with  the  rich  and  the  great,  but  with  the 
sick  and  the  dying.  Then  for  the  first  time  did  St. 
Camillus  teach  the  faithful  children  whom  he  trained, 
to  disperse  themselves  like  ministering  angels  among 
the  abodes  of  misery,  and  whisper  consolation  to  those 
who  needed  it  through  distress,  either  of  body  or 
of  mind.  Then  did  St.  Philip,  animated  with  that 
Spirit  of  charity  which  dilated  his  own  heart,  make 
it  his  love  and  pleasure,  his  very  recreation,  to  pass 


hours  at  the  bedsides  of  the  sick,  and  to  seek  out 
objects  of  distress  and  silently  relieve  them.     At  a 
later  period,   as  if   to  mature  and  consolidate  the 
vai'ious  works  of  merc}^  St.  Vincent  of  Paul  came 
into  the  world  as  the  apostle  of  this  virtue,  extending 
to  every  imaginable  form  of  wretchedness  that  tender 
kindness  which  the  Church  had,  through  the  ministry 
of  so  many  of  her  children,  separately  bestowed.     But 
even  the  efforts  of  his  work  seem  in  our  time  to  have 
made  a  harvest  in  the  whole  of  the  Catholic  world, 
not  only  in  those  countries  in  which  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion has  long  prevailed,   but  even  in  distant  pro- 
vinces, where  it  may  be  said  that  these  are  but  the 
scattered    elements    of  her  existence,    among    the 
savage,  the  pagan,  and  the  Mahomedan.     For  there 
are  to  be  found  those  merciful  institutions,  the  mem- 
bers of  which,  imitating  our  Redeemer,  go  from  sick 
to  sick,  from  distress  to  distress,  and  adapt  their  balm 
to  each  wound,  and  apply  the  remedy  of  heavenly 
consolation  to  every  imaginable  and  variable  ailment. 
They  exist  in  this  country,  and  what  is  their  object 
but  that  of  copying  as  near  as  possible  to  the  example 
of  our  Lord ;  and  I  dwell  on  them  because  those  in- 
stitutions form  the  basis  and  groundwork  on  which 
that  society,  on  behalf  of  which  I  address  you,  may 
be  said  to  be  built.     When  our  Lord  came  by  His 
personal  presence  to  counsel  those  in  distress,  they 
were  astonished  when  they  saw  that  He  was  ready, 
even  at  the  bidding  of  the  poorest,  to  go,  and  bear 
with  Him  that  power  which  He  alone  could  apply  to 
their  remedy  ;  He  is  asked  by  the  Centurion  to  heal 
his  servant,  and  our  Lord  says,  "  I  will  go  and  heal 
him."     But  even  he  who  addressed  Him  that  peti- 
tion knew  the  extent  of  His  power — that  He  had  but 
to  command  and  His  word  would  be  obeyed,  and  his 
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servant  would  be  healed.  But  our  Lord's  charity 
was  too  condescending  to  be  satisfied  with  the  mere 
exercise  of  power  ;  He  wanted  to  exhibit  His  power 
exercised  with  charit3^  He  would  rather  have  gone 
to  the  humble  bedside  of  that  servant,  and  there  with 
cheering  words  have  raised  him,  than  stretching  forth 
His  hand  command  his  healing.  The  ministry  of  our 
Lord,  though  in  charity,  was  in  power.  He  could 
console  by  healing.  It  would  have  been  unbecoming 
in  Him,  when  He  entered  the  house  of  Simon,  and 
found  his  mother-in-law  burning  and  throbbing  with 
a  violent  fever,  if,  possessing  the  power  of  making 
the  household  happy  at  once  by  her  cure.  He  had  not 
exercised  His  power,  and  at  once  restored  health. 
But  the  ministration  of  the  sister  of  charity  is  one  of 
tenderness  and  love ;  it  cannot  be  of  power,  and  there- 
fore at  the  immeasurable  distance  at  which  man  can 
follow  the  footsteps  of  his  Lord,  she  is  able  to  carry 
whatever  of  relief  the  soothing  word,  the  kind  accent, 
the  smiling  cheerful  look,  and  the  higher  inspirations 
of  divine  wisdom,  can  make  serviceable  to  her  own 
errand  of  Gharit}^  And  thus  the  Church  in  this  our 
time  sees  in  populous  cities,  the  most  dismal  courts, 
the  most  infectious  cellars,  the  most  dangerous  gar- 
rets, assailed  by  those  ministers  of  love,  who  go  forth 
bearing  everywhere  the  treasures  with  which  they 
have  laden  themselves  at  the  altar  of  God — treasures 
of  kindness  and  compassion,  and  scatter  them  where- 
soever they  approach,  and  make  the  abode  of  misery 
shine  and  smile  from  the  moment  their  feet  beaj. 
tidings  of  great  joy  to  the  threshold.  Wonderful  in- 
deed must  this  development  of  Christian  charity 
appear  to  us,  and  far  better  than  any  mere  re- 
presentation which  can  be  made  of  what  our  Lord 
was  pleased  to  do  for  man.     These  are  not  pictures ; 
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they  are  true  and  living  types ;  transforming 
the  image  of  Christ  om*  Lord  into  the  features 
and  form  of  frail  and  weak  creatures,  showing 
how  even  these  vessels  can  bear  in  them  the  fulness 
of  election,  and  become,  not  only  ministers  of  His 
faith,  but  of  His  charity  to  man.  Then,  my  brethren, 
I  beheve  that  if  the  work  of  charity  had  ended  here, 
had  this  age  seen  no  more  than  what  I  have  so  imper- 
fectly described,  we  might  have  truly  said  that  at  no 
time  since  the  commencement  of  the  Church,  was 
the  spirit  of  our  Lord's  charity  so  thoroughly  diflused, 
at  no  time  was  it  so  clear  a  characteristic  of  His 
Church,  and  at  no  time  did  it  impress  on  that  Church 
so  strongly  a  mark,  a  note  of  her  divine  mission  and 
calling.  But  this  cannot  be  all.  Let  us  approach 
for  a  moment  our  Saviour  in  one  of  the  most  touching 
scenes  of  His  life.  Let  us  follow  Him  into  the  house 
of  Simon,  not  the  fisherman,  but  the  Pharisee.  Our 
Lord  was  accessible  at  all  times,  when  in  the  midst 
of  a  crowd,  or  when  entertained  in  private  by  a  few ; 
and  we  know  that  on  one  occasion  the  roof  of  the 
house  in  which  He  was,  was  taken  off,  and  a  sick  man 
let  down,  his  friends  being  assured  that  our  Lord 
delighted  to  see  such  confident  appeals  to  His  mercy. 
And  it  is  not  wonderful,  that  in  the  midst  of  a  ban- 
quet, there  should  approach  Him  any  one  wishing 
consolation  at  His  hands  ;  nor  would  the  guests  be 
oficnded  at  having  the  banquet  graced  with  the  per- 
formance of  one  of  those  wonderful  works  which 
Herod  often  coveted  to  see. 

Behold  one  approach  Him,  and  who  is  she  ?  Those 
who  have  come  near  Him  at  other  times,  fear  not  to 
stand  before  His  face.  The  man  with  the  withered 
hand  is  told  by  Him  to  stand  and  stretch  forth  his 
arm  that  he  may  be  healed ;  and  the  bUnd  man  kneels 
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before  Hini  with  upturned  face  as  He  anoints  His 
eyes;   but  this  claimant  for  His  mercy  stands  not 
before  Him,  she  kneels  not,  she  comes  creeping  like 
a  worm,  prostrate  on  the  ground,  to  His  sacred  feet, 
her  face  burning  with  shame  and  veiled,  her  eyes 
streaming  w^ith  tears,  her  frame  convulsed,  not  with 
fear,  but  with  sobs  of  sorrow.     What  ails  her  ?  what 
is  her  malady  ?  what  is  her  disease,  which  at  once, 
with  the   touch   of  His    all-healing  hand,   may  be 
removed  ?     Our  blessed  Saviour  is  the  first  to  notice 
her ;  the  host  has  not  deigned  to  look  at  her,  the 
guests  despise  her.     Who  is  she  ?     Kead  the  faces  of 
those  Pharisees  as  they  cast  a  glance  first  at  her,  and 
then  look  with   contempt  one  towards  the  other  with 
well-understood   expression   of  mutual   intelligence. 
They  tell  you  she  is  a  loathsome  worm,  one  whom 
you  must  not  touch  for  fear  of  contamination,  for  even 
David  our  father  said  that  the  oil  of  the  sinner  should 
not  anoint  his  beard.     And  shall  the  perfume  in  her 
hand  be  poured  on  the  Redeemer's  feet  ?     Oh,  how 
little  indeed  do  they  understand  what  is  passing  in 
that  heart  full  of  compassion  and  mercy  !     He  came 
on  earth,  not  merely  to  remove  what  was  the  punish- 
ment of  sin,  not  merely  to  heal  bodily  ailments  which 
are  the  resemblance,  the  image  of  the  effects  of  sin  in 
the  soul;    but  He  came  as  a  physician  to  cure  the 
bruised  of  heart,   and    not  to  deal  with  the    self- 
righteous.     He  came  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which 
was  lost  of  the  house  of  Israel ;  to  snatch  the  sinner 
from  the  path  of  his  iniquities ;  He  came  to  follow 
the  lost  lamb,  and  kneeling  over  it,  raise  it  from  the 
ground,  and  bear  it  away  in  His  arms  to  its  home 
and  shelter,  there  to  be  nursed  in  its  mother's  breast, 
and  to  be  again  restored  to  holiness. 

And  here  is  an  example,  an  instance  in  which  our 
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Saviour  was  pleased  to  illustrate  what  is  the  intent  of 
the  love  of  the  good  Shepherd,  and  how  truly  He 
looks  at  the  depths  of  sorrow  and  the  immensity  of 
woe,  and  not  the  character  of  the  claimant.  Here 
He  proves  to  us  that  His  arms  of  mercy  are  open  to 
all,  and  that  He  will  not  refuse  compassion,  and 
mercy,  and  pardon,  to  all  who  ask  it.  Oh,  my 
brethren,  what  a  wonderful  lesson  was  taught  us  here  ! 
He  who  is  the  sublimest  purity  and  holiness  allows 
contact  with  sin — with  sin  and  iniquity,  which  they 
who  have  sinned  treat  with  scorn.  When  our  blessed 
Saviour  was  surrounded  by  accusing  Pharisees,  with 
one  who  had  been  convicted  of  grievous  sin  kneeling 
at  His  feet,  and  they  urged  on  Him  the  severity  of 
the  law  of  Moses  against  such  delinquents.  He  knew 
well  who  they  were  that  insisted  on  the  condemna- 
tion, and  He  exclaimed :  "  Let  him  that  is  without 
sin  cast  the  first  stone. ^'  The^^  skulked  away,  and 
disappeared  one  by  one;  but  He  could  afford  to  be 
merciful,  to  be  kind  and  tender,  because  He  alone 
was  without  sin. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  look  out  on  the  world.  We 
have  traced  the  sister  of  charity  through  the  courts 
and  alleys  where  are  the  abodes  of  misery  in  this  great 
city  ;  but  is  there  no  depth  of  wretchedness  beyond  ? 
O  there  is  one  abyss,  one  gulf  of  sin  and  misery,  into 
which  the  world's  victim  falls  after  she  has  lapsed  into 
that  dark  and  loathsome  ocean.  Who  can  venture  to 
snatch  up  victims  from  this  shipwreck,  and  bring  tliem 
safe  to  the  shore  ?  If  it  needs  one  with  clean  hands 
and  pure  heart  to  approach  the  mountain  of  God,  it 
needs  those  very  hands  to  descend  again  and  fear- 
lessly to  bring  back  the  fallen  one,  and  shepherd-like, 
bear  her  triumphantly  to  the  consolations  of  the  fold. 
And,  hence,  where  imitation  of  the  conduct  of  our 
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Lord,  and  the  observance  of  His  teaching,  form 
the  basis  of  an  institution ;  for  this  extraordinary 
work  of  mercy,  imitating  as  closely  as  possible  the 
compassion  and  tenderness  of  the  good  Shep- 
herd, none  should  be  admitted  but  those  who  have 
given  a  proof  of  innocence  and  purity  of  life,  who 
have,  as  far  as  human  frailty  can,  preserved  no 
love  on  earth  but  that  of  their  God,  and  can  love 
their  neighbours  in  Him  and  through  Him  alone. 
And  thus,  in  this  beautiful  institution  on  behalf  of 
which  I  am  addressing  you,  the  principle  is,  that  its 
charity  being  intended  to  rescue  from  perdition,  to 
place  in  safety,  and  to  lead  again,  on  the  path  of  vir- 
tue, those  who  have  erred,  and  strayed,  and  have 
even  fallen  beneath  the  world's  pity,  they  who  do  the 
work  must  themselves  be  able  to  have,  compassion 
and  sorrow,  because  they  have  imitated  their  Lord 
to  their  utmost  in  keeping  their  own  hearts  pure,  and 
preserving  themselves  from  the  contagion  of  the 
world.  They  have  raised  themselves  beyond,  if  pos- 
sible, its  ordinary]  frailties,  to  quality  themselves  to 
act  as  the  good  shepherd  seeking  and  saving  that 
which  is  most  loathsome.  And  beautiful  is  the  spec- 
tacle, and  one  most  moving  to  every  Christian  heart, 
of  that  happy,  happy  home  to  which  so  many  are 
brought,  through  the  tender  ministry  of  love — beau- 
tiful beyond  comparison,  to  see  how  honest  industry, 
and  cheerfulness,  and  joy — how  serious  and  devout 
thoughts  have  taken  the  place  of  all  that  vanity,  and 
folly,  and  dissipation  which  before  alone  occupied 
their  thoughts.  It  is  beautiful  still  more  to  see  that 
association  which  the  Church  of  God  alone  maintains 
between  those  who  have  ever  walked  in  holiness  and 
virtue,  and  those  to  whom  God,  who  forgives  without 
reserve,  has  restored  again  to  a  place  among  those 
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He  loves.  It  is  beautiful  to  see,  kneeling  at  the 
same  altar,  side  by  side,  those  whose  lives  are  more 
like  angels  on  earth,  and  those  who  humbly,  and  at 
a  distance,  imitating  their  virtue,  and  following  their 
counsels,  bless  God  with  all  that  profession  of  love 
and  joy  which  belongs  only  to  those  unto  whom 
more  has  been  forgiven.  And  beautiful  is  it  to  see 
the  two  Marys  walking  hand  in  hand  up  the  steep 
Calvary ;  Mary  unstained  as  the  Mother  of  God, 
Mary  the  penitent  ISIagdalen,  both  standing  at  the 
foot  of  the  same  oblation  every  day,  one  treading 
that  path  of  sorrow  with  the  humility  of  self-performed 
sacrifice,  the  other  with  a  soul  that  feels  remorse  and 
pain,  though  sustained  by  the  consciousness  of  the 
forgiveness  of  her  Lord.  This  is  what  I  ask  you  to 
assist.  This  is  the  work  of  merc^^  on  behalf  of  which 
T  appeal  to  you  this  day ;  and  I  ask  you,  in  the  midst 
of  this  huge  metropolis,  this  Babylon  of  confusion 
and  iniquity — I  ask  you  to  preserve,  in  the  brightest 
and  holiest  sunshine,  one  bright  spot  in  which  it  has 
been  seen.  There  is  the  association  of  innocence  pre- 
served with  innocence  recovered,  where  alone  it  may 
be  said  that  the  power  of  the  Church  of  God,  with 
its  solemn  ministration  of  reconciling  the  soul  to  its 
Creator,  is  displayed  in  consequence  of  the  results  of 
that  salvation  which  has  been  extended  to  so  many. 
It  is  one  of  the  happy  results  of  the  communion  of 
saints,  that  each  of  us  can,  in  a  thousand  ways,  make 
ourselves  partakers  of  higher  and  sublimer  graces 
than  we  can  individually  lay  claim  to.  In  olden 
times,  he  who  had  not  the  courage  to  go  forth  and 
meet  his  persecutors,  remained  in  the  catacombs,  and 
raised  the  martyr's  grave,  and  so  endeavoured  to 
have  some  share  in  the  merit  of  his  death.  And 
those  whom  persecution  reached  not,  ran  eagerly  to 
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collect  the  blood  tliat  flowed  from  the  martyr's 
wounds,  and  thus  obtain  some  participation,  if  possi- 
ble, in  their  sufferings.  And  they  who,  like  St. 
Athanasius,  would  not  face  persecution,  at  least 
ministered  of  their  means  to  those  who  suffered  ;  and 
the  anchorites  of  old,  in  the  desert,  received  gifts 
from  the  great,  and  even  ro^^al  ones  of  the  earth,  who 
not  having  the  courage  to  imitate  their  extraordinary 
virtue,  strove  to  assist  them  in  their  wonderful  works 
of  holiness.  And  now,  how  many  are  there  here 
who  in  their  hearts  admire  that  courage  which 
they  do  not  imitate — the  courage  of  those,  many  of 
whom  well  born,  and  trained  up  in  every  luxury, 
have  renounced  all  to  become  partakers  of  this 
great  work  of  mercy  and  love  ?  How  many,  I  am 
sure,  there  are  here  who  feel  that  it  is  at  least  due  to 
God  to  make  some  return  for  His  mercies,  which  they 
have  themselves  received,  in  their  own  rescuing,  if 
not  from  sin,  at  least  from  danger,  and  who  will  feel 
how  heartily  that  requital  may  be  made  by  a  society 
in  close  imitation  of  His  own  goodness  towards  them, 
and  of  multiplying  daily  objects  of  charity  !  Oh  ! 
who  is  there  among  us  that  has  not  to  thank  God  for 
a  thousand  kind  mercies,  for  the  repeated  exhibition 
of  the  love  of  the  Good  Shepherd?  Who  is  there 
among  us  who  is  not  daily  bound  to  express  his  grati- 
tude to  God  for  having  saved  him  from  sin,  and 
brought  him  to  purity?  Then  shew  your  gratitude 
in  works,  and  not  in  words  only.  Pour  forth  abun- 
dantly your  alms  into  hands  which  will  apply  them 
in  closest  imitation  of  our  Redeemer's  mercy  and 
compassion.  Have  part,  at  least  in  the  great  work, 
and  now  especially  bless  this  moment  in  which  we 
may  have  reason  to  fear  that  the  victims  of  sin  will 
be  multiplied.     Oh  !  bless  it  by  bringing  down,  more 
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and  more,  the  compassion  of  yom'  Lord,  by  assisting 
in  this  work  of  love  and  compassion.  Have  a  share  in 
your  Saviour,  the  Good  Shepherd  of  souls,  and  be 
assured,  that  when  He  will  appear  in  that  character, 
as  He  has  told  us  He  will,  and  will  gather  His  sheep 
on  His  right  hand,  you  who  have  known  Him  as  sue; 
in  life,  will  not  fear  Him  in  death.  You  will  hav 
secured  your  salvation  from  Him  in  the  hour  of  jus- 
tice. He  will  reward  you  then.  As  you  at  present 
shew  mercy  and  kindness  to  others,  so  you  will  have 
a  certain  resurrection  unto  life.  You  will  be  gathered 
by  Him,  and  will  be  borne  on  His  shoulders  to  the 
very  fold  of  everlasting  rest. 
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